
HATERS 
            They’re all around us -- you know the people that are always complaining:  so and so 
doesn’t deserve that job or good fortune shouldn’t be theirs.   It’s an age old problem.  Let’s look 
at the Sixth chapter in the book of Daniel.  The king at this time is Darius and he had set up 120 
Princes to rule over His kingdom.  Daniel was preferred above all the presidents and princes 
because “… an excellent spirit was in him (vs. 3).    

Daniel was among the children of Israel taken captive from Jerusalem and taken to 
Babylon when king Nebuchadnezzar reigned many years earlier.  Enter the ‘’haters.’’  In verse 4 
we see that the rest of the presidents and princes tried to throw Daniel under the bus, so to 
speak.  They tried to find fault in him but couldn’t because he was faithful and true and no fault 
could be found in him.   These men got together and came up with a plan that they thought for 
sure would be the end of Daniel.   The only thing that they could do was deceive King Darius 
into making a decree that no one could petition any God or man for thirty days save the King.  
You see, these haters knew that Daniel prayed three times a day and that he would remain 
faithful in giving thanks to the Lord his God.   They notified the King that Daniel was found to be 
petitioning his God.   This saddened King Darius because his heart was set on Daniel.  The 
penalty was to be put in a den of lions.    Let’s pause here and consider the cost of this man’s 
commitment to his God.  He realized that his faithfulness and obedience could bring forth death, 
not just death but a vicious one at that.  Where do you and I stand today in our relationship with 
the LORD, are we willing to face the lions? Or do we squeal when we see a mouse?  I’m just 
asking. 

When judgment was passed and Daniel was put in with the lions, King Darius went to his 
palace and spent the night fasting and praying.  He feared and respected Daniel’s God.  The 
LORD honored his servant, Daniel, by shutting the mouths of the lions, and was gracious in the 
morning when King Darius came to check on him.   Now as far as those haters were concerned, 
and yes I mean they were concerned, they and all their families were put in the same lion’s den.  
The outcome was completely different.     

I love Psalms 37, because it tells the story of redemption through Jesus Christ Himself.  
However, let’s look at verses 1-9.  There is a strong message about NOT being concerned with 
other people prospering in life, regardless of how they obtained their wealth.   We are to stay 
focused on the Lord and simply trust Him.   

There have been times in my life that I was a hater, and then remembered what JESUS 
said in Matthew 5 verses 43- 48.  Man, it really can be hard sometimes to truly be ‘’CHRIST-
LIKE,” so let’s pray one for another to be more receptive to the Holy Spirit when those tough 
opportunities come our way. That’s the only way we will, as Peter said, ‘’But grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him is glory both now and forever 
Amen.”   (2 Peter 3:18.)  We all need to grow up in the LORD.   Think on it.  Pray on it. 
                                                                 


