
Forgiveness 
I love oxymorons.  You know, words or phrases that contradict themselves.  One such 

phrase is “nonstop flights”.  There’s really no such thing, because every plane has to stop!  Or 
how about the phrase “absolutely unsure”.  How can you be absolute if you are unsure?  Adult 
children –  HUH??? 

Forgiveness might just be the greatest oxymoron of all Kme.  Come on now, let’s be 
honest. We all love to be forgiven for the things that we have done wrong.  But … are we as 
quick to forgive others as we want to be forgiven?   

MaRhew 5:23-24 , is very clear. “Therefore if you are offering your giZ at the altar and 1

there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your giZ there in front of 
the alter.  First go and be reconciled to your brother, then come and offer your giZ.”   This points 
out the importance of forgiving someone, even before you worship God. 

Consider the significance the Son of God Himself put on forgiveness.  MaRhew 6:14-15  2

says:  “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”    

Did I just hear you clear your throat or make that quiet, nervous cough?  I get it:  this is a 
sensiKve subject.   We could go on for hours, scripture aZer scripture, but the boRom line is 
this:  do you really want to be CHRIST-LIKE?  Really?  

If you do, forgiveness is at the top of the list of Christ-like aRributes.  You see, without 
JESUS forgiving us for our sins we wouldn’t have salvaKon and more importantly, eternal life 
with HIM.  Pray right now for the HOLY SPIRIT to reveal to you if there is someone who you 
should forgive, even if they haven’t asked for it.  Or is there some secret sin separaKng you from 
God that you need to address?    
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Matthew 5:23-24King James Version (KJV)

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy 
gift.
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Matthew 6:14-15King James Version (KJV)

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.



The bigger blessing to us, though, and the really big oxymoron, is that when we extend 
forgiveness to someone who has wronged us, we will be blessed beyond measure.  The poison 
leaves our heart and we are cleansed just as David speaks of in Psalms 51 .  I believe we must 3

be honest with ourselves and acknowledge our sins to God and ask Him for forgiveness.   First 
John 1:8-9  says:  “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 4

us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

Let it start with you today.  Forgive the person you ‘’just don’t want to”.   Forgive, even 
when no one asks you for it.  Forgive, because it’s what God does for us.  Then read Psalm 51.  
Take the Kme.  Trust me -- it’s worth it.  May GOD’S grace and mercy find you tucked away, 
under HIS wing, safe and sound.   WOW -- Grace and Mercy; another oxymoron.  Peace out!!!
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Psalm 51King James Version (KJV)

1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.
9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy 
righteousness.
15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then 
shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.
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John 1:8-9King James Version (KJV)

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.


